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I would like to become a member of 
the Irish Anti-Vivisection Society. 
I accept the society rejects illegal action in the 
campaign against animal experiments.

Please tick box if you wish to receive information from 
I.A.V.S. by email

Please help to stop animals suffering in Irish laboratories. 
Become a member and become active writing letters and joining our campaigns. 

IAVSIAVS, PO Box 13, Greystones, Co. Wicklow. Tel: 01 2820154
info@irishantivivisection.org • www.irishantivivisection.org

Many people will agree that animals should not be used for 
testing cosmetics, household and non-essential products, but 
accept their use for research and testing drugs.

However, animal studies have proved to be unreliable and 
misleading time and again because animals differ from us in the 
ways their bodies react to drugs and chemicals, and severe 
stress caused by laboratory conditions adversely effects their 
body chemistry and functions. Animal studies simply cannot  
guarantee the safety of human medicines and products, as 
shown by the huge increase in medicinal drug-induced illnesses 
which are a major cause of hospital admissions.

Many scientists now agree that animal models are not the best 
way to make medical progress. There are non-animal based 
methods of research in use and being developed that are more 
accurate, quicker and less expensive than using animals.          
Unfortunately, nowhere near enough money or attention is being 
given to developing non-animal methods to replace animals. 
Regulators and researchers seem unwilling to change their ways. 

So experiments on animals remain legal and in certain cases 
required by law. Experiments are kept confidential which protects 
animal researchers and companies from having to justify their 
work. Even under the Freedom of Information Act, the                  
Department of Health will not release information that should be 
made public. In many cases the reason given is that it would have 
commercial implications and money could be lost by the company 
doing research. Such secrecy is unacceptable.

The IAVS believes that it is morally wrong to deliberately inflict 
pain, suffering, emotional harm and death on laboratory animals 
for whatever purpose. Animal research is by definition cruel and 
inhumane. Researchers use animals in laboratories not because 
they are the best way to do scientific research, but because they 
are not allowed to use human beings. Animals are cheap and can 
be kept in small cages. But experiments should not be allowed on 
animals for the same reasons as given for humans - that animals 
are capable of suffering; they are 'sentient beings'. 

Many people think that animal experiments just happen in other countries. The shocking reality 
is that animals are dying in Irish laboratories everyday. 

During their short lives laboratory animals suffer distress, boredom, fear, pain, deprivation, 
loneliness and death. Rabbits, cats, dogs and guinea pigs live alone in small, bare cages. They 
cannot exercise properly or perform their natural behaviours. Mice and rats, the most common 
laboratory animals, are kept in tiny, overcrowded containers and cages that cause stress, 
fighting and cannibalism.

The most recent figures show that during 2002, 195 dogs and 46 cats were used by              
commercial establishments and universities in Ireland. 16,970 mice, 8,282 specially bred rats, 
guinea pigs, hamsters, rabbits plus many other animals were also used in a great variety of  
‘procedures’ that require a licence from the Department of Health precisely because these 
‘procedures' will cause the animals suffering and lasting harm.

The secrecy surrounding animal experiments prevents us finding out exactly what is done to 
animals in Irish laboratories. However animals are used for four main reasons, product           
development, safety testing, medical research and basic research. Animals are widely used in 
poisoning studies to see how toxic a chemical is, exposed to skin and eye irritants for             
cosmetics tests, purposely given 'cancerous' tumours, deliberately infected with diseases, 
brain damaged or paralysed, force-fed or starved for diet studies, wounded and gassed in 
warfare research and are still used in experiments about pain levels. Experiments on animals 
genetically modified to be born with defects or certain genes are increasing the most rapidly.
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