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there are over

52,200 animais

Many people think that animal experiments just happen in other countries. The shocking reality
is that animals are dying in Irish laboratories everyday.

During their short lives laboratory animals suffer distress, boredom, fear, pain, deprivation,
loneliness and death. Rabbits, cats, dogs and guinea pigs live alone in small, bare cages. They
cannot exercise properly or perform their natural behaviours. Mice and rats, the most common
laboratory animals, are kept in tiny, overcrowded containers and cages that cause stress,
fighting and cannibalism.

The most recent figures show that during 2002, 195 dogs and 46 cats were used by
commercial establishments and universities in Ireland. 16,970 mice, 8,282 specially bred rats,
guinea pigs, hamsters, rabbits plus many other animals were also used in a great variety of
‘procedures’ that require a licence from the Department of Health precisely because these
‘procedures' will cause the animals suffering and lasting harm.

The secrecy surrounding animal experiments prevents us finding out exactly what is done to
animals in Irish laboratories. However animals are used for four main reasons, product
development, safety testing, medical research and basic research. Animals are widely used in
poisoning studies to see how toxic a chemical is, exposed to skin and eye irritants for
cosmetics tests, purposely given 'cancerous' tumours, deliberately infected with diseases,
brain damaged or paralysed, force-fed or starved for diet studies, wounded and gassed in
warfare research and are still used in experiments about pain levels. Experiments on animals
genetically modified to be born with defects or certain genes are increasing the most rapidly.




